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colonies. There were also many fortified settlements known as
Latin colonies, where the settlers were partly citizens and partly
Latins. Lastly, large portions of the newly acquired territories
were either leased or given outright to citizens who settled
down there on detached farms. These immigrants from Rome
united in groups for common worship of the Roman gods and
for exchange of the produce which they raised. Their meeting-
places, called conciliabula or fora (markets), were soon built
over, artisans and traders settled there, and what had once
been a market became a settlement of an urban type.
When the political supremacy of Rome spread to south
Italy, the Greek cities there had to face the problem whether
they should or should not submit to her. Some of them,
Naples, for example, had no other course open to them but
to submit and enter the Roman alliance. The Sicilian Greeks
were powerless to help them. At one moment, indeed, it
seemed that Sicily had again a prospect of union and strength,
as in the time of Dionysius. Agathocles, citizen of Syracuse
and a man of high ability, made himself tyrant of the city
and began a successful campaign against the Carthaginians,
in which he almost conquered Carthage and at least estab-
lished his own power in eastern Sicily. Like Dionysius, he
turned at once to south Italy and endeavoured to extend his
influence there. He was able to annex Bruttium and part of
Apulia to his Sicilian Empire; but his death in 289 b. c.
set a limit to his achievements and untied the hands of the
Romans.
Tarentum was the controlling power in south-east Italy.
This rich trading community possessed an extensive territory
and kept up constant commercial relations with Greece, whom
she supplied with grain and other commodities necessary for
the subsistence of her population. In her struggle against
the Samnite tribes on her borders and the Messapians of
Apulia, Tarentum had repeatedly received help from the
kingdom of Epirus, from Sicily, and from Sparta, whose
kings and tyrants had landed many times in Italy and fought
for Tarentum against her chief enemy—the Samnite tribes of
Lucania. Thus Archidamus, king of Sparta, was there in
338 b. c., Alexander, king of Epirus (as has been mentioned
already), in 331, Cleonymus of Sparta in 303, and Agathocles
inr30o.
r At the end of the second Samnite war, the territory of the

